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sake of the "General Welfare" should elect a King to
reign over us1? The minority must reason, and use soft
words, however flagrant the breach of the Constitution,
or the injustice, and their sectional suffering. This the
majority would construe into submission. At all events
they would augur from it timely conversion. There is no
other remedy. The amending power would have been very
consolatory to Tantalus, as showing him company in his
misery. To go to the Supreme Court, is but at best appeal-
ing from Alexander drunk to Alexander sober. There
remains that ultimate terrible resort, the right of a State
to secede from the Union, high, unquestionable, inappre-
ciable, but desperate. It is not true that the South has
threatened to secede, or "menaced dissolution." She has
been foully misrepresented, sinfully misunderstood. As
an intermediate remedy (in the very article proving her
devotion to the Union) she has proposed to arrest the
Tariff as the only means of bringing about the high
arbitrament of a general Convention to decide a question
long agitated upon which argument has been exhausted,
involving not her partial interests merely but her very
existence with the Law of the Constitution, and the
rights of man. Her remedy is repudiated as impracticable,
and visited with the censure of consequences wholly for-
eign, as though a physician prescribing an anodyne were
to be turned out of doors with the charge of an intent to
poison. The impression you have that we are wrong in
using warm and energetic language before cool argument
and negotiation is like condemning a Tragedy for being
too bloody when you happened in at the catastrophe with-
out witnessing any of the previous scenes. Since the year
1816 the South has been petitioning, remonstrating,
memorializing, speechifying, pamphleteering, and pro-

